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which they afterwards contrive to have stitched in the
best way they can, so as to make their vestments accord-
ing to the prescription of the statutes. The vestment
ought to be of one colSur, yellow in those countries in
which Mahoinetanism does not prevail. The yellow colour
is a mark of mourning, as the black is amongst most of the
nations of Europe.

Seven articles are considered as essential to every mem-
ber of the holy family, viz., the kowot, thin-bain, dugout
(the three pieces constituting his vestment), a girdle, a
patta, a small hatchet, a needle, and a small apparatus for
straining the water he drinks. The entire number of
articles he is permitted to use and possess amounts to
sixty. They are all plain, common, almost valueless,
offering no incentive to cupidity and leaving him who
is only possessed oE them in the humble state of strict
poverty.

The possession of temporal goods is strictly forbidden
to the Italians, as calculated to hinder them from medi-
tating upon the law and attending to the various duties
of the profession. Nothing indeed opposes a stronger
barrier to the attainment of the perfect abnegation of self
and a thorough contempt for material things, than the
possession, of worldly property. Hence a true Rahan has
no object which he can, properly speaking, call his own.
The kiaong wherein he lives has been built by benefactors,
and Is supplied by them with all that is necessary or
useful to Mm, Food and raiment are procured for him
without his having to feel concerned about them. The
pious liberality of his supporters assiduously provides for
his wants. But it*is expected that he shall never concern
himself with worldly business or transactiorjs, of whatever
nature they may be. He can neither labour, plant, traffic,
nor do anything with the intent of deriving profit there-
from. Agreeably to the maxim, " Sufficient to the day is
the evil thereof," the Rahan cannot make any stores for
the time to come. He must-trust in the never-failing